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1) Main objective of the session: To review two of the main debates in poverty 
analysis, with respect to Latin America:  whether there is trend towards the 
feminization of poverty, and whether female-headed households tend to be 
poorer than male-headed households. 

 
2) Brief description or outline of subtopics that will be discussed in each lecture 

slot: 

• Types of poverty  

• Is there a trend towards the feminization of poverty?   

• Do female-headed household tend to be poorer than male-headed 
households? 

• Challenges for research 
3) Learning objectives:  

 
At the end of the session, students are expected to appreciate how the answers to the 
two main questions depend critically on the methods of analysis & data sets employed.  
Moreover, there is considerable heterogeneity across Latin American countries on 
whether the dominant trends is towards feminization, de-feminization or re-feminization, 
and in the poverty status of female-headed households. 
 

4) Contents or topics of the session or sessions: 
a. Types of poverty (income, consumption, multidimensional, time, assets) 
b. Is there a trend towards the feminization of income/consumption poverty?   

1. Concepts, methods, data 
2. Results 

c. Do female-headed household tend to be poorer than male-headed 
households? 

1. Assumptions & critique 
2. Results: Analyses based on income vs. standard of living 

d. Challenges for research: measuring intra-household, individual-level 
poverty 

 
5) Required Reading (1 per lecture slot) 

Bradshaw, Sarah, Sylvia Chant & Brian Linneker. 2019. “Challenges and Changes in 
Gendered Poverty: The Feminization, De-Feminization, and Re-Feminization of Poverty in 
Latin America.”  Feminist Economics 25(1): 119-144.  
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